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present. The Earl seems to have screwed up his
courage by a generous draught of wine when he
left Wolsey's presence to await his son in the hall
of York House. When the youth did come in, the
scolding he got was vituperative in its violence,
with the result that Percy was reluctantly forced to
abandon the sweetheart to whom he had plighted
his troth. Wolsey's interference in their love affair
deeply angered both Anne and her sweetheart.
Percy was a poor creature, and could do Wolsey
little harm ; but Anne did not forget, swearing
"that if ever it lay in her power she would do
the Cardinal some displeasure, which indeed she
afterwards did."1
The reason for Wolsey's strong opposition to
a match which appeared a perfectly fitting one
for both the lovers, is not far to seek. Cavendish
himself gives us the clue when he says that when
the King first heard that Anne had become en-
gaged to Percy, "he was much moved thereat,
for he had a private affection for her himself
which was not yet discovered to any" : and the
faithful usher in telling the story excuses Wolsey
by saying that "he did nothing but what the
King commanded." This affair marks the be-
ginning of Henry's infatuation for Anne. There
was no reason for Wolsey to object to a flirta-
tion between the girl and her royal admirer;
indeed the devotion of the King to a new mistress
would doubtless make him the more ready to
consent to contract another entirely political
1 " Life of Wolsey." It was afterwards stated, with much probability of
truth, that Anne's liaison with Percy had gone much further than a mere
engagement to marry.